Holy Family Catholic Church
“Cherish the Past, Celebrate the Present, Create a bright Future”
15 Gender Road, Newark, DE 19713 • (302) 368-4665

Our Mission Statement
Holy Family parish is a welcoming community of
faith rooted in the Roman Catholic Tradition.
As members of the Body of Christ, we are a
multi-cultural and multi-generational parish called
to share our gifts and talents. Our experience of
worship in Word and Sacrament compels us to
witness to all people through catechesis, service and
evangelization.

Very Rev. Mark Kelleher
Pastor

Rev. Michael J. Cook
Weekend Assistant

mkelleher@holyfamilynewark.org

mcook@holyfamilynewark.org

Mr. Joseph Certesio, Sr.
Deacon

Mr. Richard E. Mitchell, III
Director of Music

Mrs. Judith Stives
Business Manager

jcertesio@holyfamilynewark.org

rmitchell@holyfamilynewark.org

jstives@holyfamilynewark.org

Mr. Darrell LaShomb
Deacon

Mr. Joseph Roach
Deacon

dlashomb@holyfamilynewark.org

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Church Office
Fax Number
Web Page: www.holyfamilynewark.org

jroach@holyfamilynewark.org

368-4665
368-4667

Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM to Noon
Saturday: 1:30 PM to 6:30 PM; Sunday: 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM
Religious Education Office
Fax Number

368-8976
368-5184

Religious Education Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Youth Ministry Office

368-8976

Parish Outreach Office
861-0143
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM to NOON
St. Vincent DePaul Society

368-4785
holyfamilysvdporg@gmail.com

Finance Council
Executive Officer: John Lynch

738-9071

Cecilia Cicone
Religious Ed. DRE
ccicone@holyfamilynewark.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sunday Masses: 8:00, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM
Daily Mass: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM
SACRAMENTS
Baptism: outside of the Lenten Season. Baptisms are scheduled
with the Church Office and normally occur during the Sunday
Liturgy or on the 2nd & 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.
Baptismal Prep: Second Saturday of the month, at 2:00 PM.
To register call 368-4665.
Matrimony: Consult parish priest or deacon at least one year
in advance and before any plans or decisions are made.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 PM or by appointment.
SICK AND HOMEBOUND
If you are sick or homebound and would like to receive
Eucharist at home on a regular basis, please call the
Church Office at 368-4665.
CHRIST THE TEACHER CATHOLIC SCHOOL OFFICE:
Our Regional Catholic School
Mr. Stephen Adams, Principal
Address: 2451 Frazer Road, Newark, DE 19702
For more information call the school office at 302-838-8850
Web Page: www.cttcs.org

December 26, 2021 - Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

FROM OUR PASTOR
It’s the heart-warming Christmas traditions that we cherish and
repeat year after year that makes the festive period so special,
but did you know that putting up your Christmas tree, the giving and receiving of Christmas cards, your most traditional Christmas decor ideas – along with our other favorite customs stems back many years…
CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
Below, we investigate Christmas traditions – and the meaning
behind them.
RED, GOLD AND GREEN
Christmas traditions don't get more traditional than this color
scheme. But why do we err towards red, gold and green if we
want to create a 'traditional' feel? Unsurprisingly, this Christmas ritual has its roots in religion: red suggest the blood of
Christ; gold is one of the gifts from the Three Kings; while
green is a symbol of everlasting life.
CAROL SINGING
Carols were once folk songs sung at celebrations throughout
the year – and not just at Christmas. Later, in medieval times,
they were adopted and adapted by church goers, and many of
these carols still make up our most beloved Christmas traditions – The Holly and The Ivy is a medieval carol, for instance.
THE CHRISTMAS TREE
The fir tree has traditionally been used to celebrate winter festivals (pagan and Christian) for thousands of years.
Pagans used branches of it to decorate their homes during the
winter solstice, as it made them think of the spring to come.
The Romans used fir trees to decorate their temples at the festival of Saturnalia, which in time became Christmas.
Christmas tree ideas became popular in the UK when Queen
Victoria’s husband Prince Albert brought one over from Germany in 1841 and placed it in Windsor Castle. They posed in
front of it with their children for a newspaper article and it soon
became fashionable all over the country.
THE CHRISTMAS WREATH
Even before the birth of Christ, and Christmas as we know
it Christmas wreath ideas have been used as a symbol of honor
and victory.
In the Middle Ages it was adopted by those of the Christian
faith as a representation of the start of Christmas.
NATIVITY SCENES
The nativity scenes we know now started back in Rome in the
10th Century. From around the 12th Century, reenactments
became more popular and they started to spread across Europe.
Static nativity scenes with wooden figures are most common,
but in some countries, including Sicily in Italy, you can see
living nativity scenes.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE
Christmas Day is an important Christian holiday and feast day,
so attending church on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day itself
is an important Christmas tradition. It is also – with Easter –
the time when most people who don't attend church regularly
do go.
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CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS
St. Nicholas, the patron saint of children, was actually a 4th
-Century Christian bishop in what is now a modern-day
Turkey.
Legend has it that he wanted to help a poor family who had
three daughters, all in need of a dowry before they could
marry.
To give charity without injuring their pride, he threw gold
coins down their chimney on Christmas Eve – and the coins
fell in to a stocking that was hanging in the fireplace to
dry.
Today, many people put an orange in Christmas stockings
to represent the gold coin.
MISTLETOE
This hardy plant was revered by the Druids for its ability to
survive and remain green throughout the winter without
roots. They harvested it during the winter solstice and used
it for medical purposes.
The Scandinavians associated the mistletoe with their goddess of love, and the Romans saw it as a symbol of peace –
both possibly leading to our belief that a kiss underneath
will lead to a year of good luck and for young maidens the
possibility of marriage.
Mistletoe berries are poisonous if eaten and should be kept
away from children.
ADVENT CALENDARS
Advent is the start of the Christmas season and begins four
Sundays before Christmas. However, advent calendars as
we know them today begin on December 1 and count down
24 days to Christmas Eve.
The countdown is said to originate in Germany in the early
19th-Century, with the Lutherans marking down the days
until Christmas with chalk on their front doors.
The first hand-made advent calendar was created in 1851.
FATHER CHRISTMAS – OR SANTA
The patron saint of sailors and children, St Nicholas lived
in Myrna (now modern day Turkey) in the 4th-Century.
His generosity was legendary, and he was made a saint
when he died and given his own feast day, originally on
December 6th.
Later, this led to him becoming associated with the Christian celebrations around the birth of Jesus.
In Holland, his name evolved to Sinterklaas and then to
Santa Clause when Dutch settlers in America brought with
them the tradition of leaving out clogs to be filled with presents.
In 19th-Century England, the poem A Visit from St Nicholas, eventually published as T’Was the Night Before Christmas described the jolly, red-face, white bearded Father
Christmas that we now know so well.
ed Middle Eastern dishes combining meat, fruit and
spices.

Faith Formation

Cecilia Cicone, DRE—ccicone@holyfamilynewark.org
ljablonski@holyfamilynewark.org OR by phone: 368-8976

Hours are Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
302-368-8976

Youth Group
Holy Family is starting a youth group! This is an opportunity to come together and focus on
getting to know Jesus and each other better. All high school students are invited to attend our
kickoff on Sunday January 16th from 6 to 8pm in the Religious Education center. Dinner will
be provided!

RE Classes
O come let us adore Him! We pray that you are having a restful Christmas break. RE classes
will resume with Family Sunday on Sunday January 9th at 10:30am in the Church Hall.

First Reconciliation
Please continue practicing making your First Reconciliation! We’ll see you on Saturday January 8th at 11am for First Reconciliation. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Confirmation
Confirmation registration is still open for students in 9 th grade and above! To register, please
go to holyfamilynewark.jumbula.com. The first official Confirmation preparation session will
be on January 23rd at 1pm in the Church Hall. If you are an adult who would like to be confirmed, the process is very simple! Just email Cecilia at ccicone@holyfamilynewark.org for
the form to fill out.
Help Needed!
We need a few adults who can help with our sacramental preparation (First Holy Communion
and Confirmation) programs. The commitment is about one weekend day a month. If you are
interested in learning more about helping our young people receive the sacraments, please
email Cecilia at ccicone@holyfamilynewark.org.
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Parish News and Happenings

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND
THEIR CAREGIVERS:

SILENT PRAYER:

To have a person’s name added to the sick list, please
call the office at 302-368-4665
or email us at Parish@holyfamilynewark.org

Our parish has a group of people who will earnestly
pray for any needs you have. This is done
anonymously via a telephone prayer chain. If you have
a special need for which you are in need of prayer call
738-5062 before 7:30 p.m. and we will pray for you.

The names of the sick stay on for 6 weeks. If they still
need to be on it, you must email or call the office and
have them re-entered.

Message from Deacon Joe Certesio
December, 2021
Approximately twenty-four years ago, my wife,
Shirley, and I began my diaconal journey. The first
four years consisted of a year of spiritual discernment followed by three years of diaconal education. I
was ordained on November 17, 2001 by Bishop
Michael Saltarelli and earlier this year Bishop William
Malooly granted my request for retirement from active
ministry effective November 21, 2021.
I have been truly blessed to minister at my home parish, Holy Family, for my entire time of service.
Throughout these twenty years the parish clergy, religious, staff and parishioners have been very supportive and they continue to be.
During difficult times on my diaconal journey, your
words and acts of kindness provided the encouragement that I needed.
After I became legally blind in September, 2009 and I
could no longer drive, many of you stepped up to
help me. I am very grateful for all who provided me
with transportation to many church-related events.
If I have offended you by what I have said or didn’t
say or by what I did or didn’t do I am extremely sorry
and I ask for your forgiveness.
Several parishioners have asked Shirley and me the
following two questions. “Will we be moving away?”
We are not moving and plan to remain active members of Holy Family Parish.
“After you retire, what will be your ministerial functions?” I will continue to have all the faculties of an
ordained permanent deacon. The ministerial functions, that I’ll be performing, will be dictated by the
pastor, my wife, my health and my family obligations.
I’m willing to entertain any special request that you
might have.
I will continue to pray for all of the members of Holy
Family Parish and I ask you to pray for my family and
me.
Thank you for all of your good wishes and generous
gifts for my retirement.

Paul Contreti
Grace Giuffre
Mary Ann Connell
Joan Yue
Flavia Scarfo
Francis Gildea
Dan Reister
Mary Price
Joan Matyas
Mary Elizabeth
Tommy
Rob
Matthew Veid
Wendy
Joey
Mike
John
Evie
Michelle Williams
Diane Meyer
Mia
Jerry Gawronski
Linda Mitchell
Stephan Zacharkiw
JoLynn Maniscalco
Nelson Hernandez

Roseann & Dale Phillippe

Sebastian Patrick
Donna Tranchina
Robert Stopyra
William Nefosky
Francis Gildea
Dan Reister
--Ray Blackwell
Dan Foster
Maria Perez
Bill & Val Sutton
Matthew Gildea
Cherie Galiani
Brien McCann
Susan & Family
Sue & Family
Rachel Armstead
Gemma Burke
Stan Camomot
Cathy

THANK YOU FROM THE ST. VINCENT
DEPAUL SOCIETY
Thank you to everyone who donated
TURKEY’s, Script Cards, Food & Money to
the SVDP annual Turkey Project

Blessings upon you and your loved ones,
Deacon Joe Certesio
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Parish News and Diocesan News

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 25
5:00 pm - CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE
Sunday, December 26
8:00 am - Parishioners Intentions
10:00 am - Moran & Mackay Families
12:00 pm - Bruce Benson
Tuesday, December 28
9:00 am - Robert Teare, Sr.
Wednesday, December 29
9:00 am - Sherry Ann McLaughlin
Thursday, December 30
9:00 am - Jose A. Evangelista
Saturday, January 1
5:00 pm - Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God
Sunday, January 2
8:00 am - Jose & Emerita Evangelista
10:00 am - Parishioners Intentions
12:00 pm - Mike Bolinski

from the Office for Marriage and Family Life…
MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Sunday December 26: The feast is over but the
visiting and company may continue through the
Christmas holidays. Although generally a happy
time of family togetherness, Christmas can also
be a time when stress causes short tempers. Be
mindful and merciful with your beloved these
days when you might be together in extremely

from the Office for Marriage and
Family Life…
PARENTING POINTERS
Sunday December 26: As we mark the end of
2021, ask your family to gather and recall one regret and one happy memory they have of this past
year. Try to commit to one positive act during the
first month of 2022.

For the 2021-2022 academic year, the Knights
of Columbus awarded scholarships totaling
more than $1,400,000 to 518 students. Most recipients are the children of Knights, or Knights
themselves, attending Catholic colleges in the
U.S., Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico or the Philippines. These scholarships are available to
all members. To become a member is as easy as
applying online at: https://www.kofc
.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html

OFFERTORY
12-12-21 $16,781.00
As always - Thank you for your kind and
generous support to Holy Family
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In Observance of the Christmas Holiday the
office will be CLOSED:
December 23rd - December 27th
December 31 - January 3, 2022
ELECTION TIME!

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 2021

Every parish in the Diocese of
Wilmington is incorporated under Title
287 of the Delaware Code. Each parish,
as a corporation, has five (5) trustees
which include the Bishop, the Designee
of the Bishop (usually the Chancellor of
the Diocese), the Pastor of the Parish
and two (2) lay persons who are
registered members of the Parish. Each
year in accordance with State Law, an
election must be held to elect the two
parish trustees. On the form below,
please nominate a parishioner of Holy
Family to serve as a trustee of the
parish. The person must be a registered
member of the parish and at least 28
years of age. Trustees are needed to sign
any official papers such as the purchase
of property or transfer of property.
Please return this nomination to the
office or place it in the collection basket
by Jan. 23rd. The elections will

December 26th Normal Schedule

occur on the weekend of Jan. 30th.

December 27th No Monday Morning Mass
Not a Holy Day of Obligation this
year:

December 31 No Friday Morning Mass
No Adoration
January 1 & 2, 2022 Normal Schedule

Nomination for Parish Trustee Please return
by
January 23, 2021
I nominate
__________________________________

for the position of trustee of Holy Family
Church

The Ancient Order of Hibernians would like
to thank everyone who purchased a poinsettia in support of our charitable endeavors. We’d also like to wish all parishioners a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

CHESTNUT HILL
SMILES
139 E. Chestnut Hill Rd., Newark, DE 19713
302-444-8606

BARBECUE PIT

®

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL
CATERING ORDERS!

KIDS EAT FREE
EVERY SUNDAY!

(302) 203-0040

Ages 12 & Under

Visit us at 2832 Pulaski Highway - Newark, DE 19702

ELIZABETH A. KUBASKO, DMD
THOMAS J. LANZILOTTI, DMD

STATE LINE
LIQUORS
Elkton, MD

MD: 410-398-3838
Others: 1-800-446-WINE

Quality New & Used Cars
$100.00 Donation to your Church with Vehicle Purchase (w/ad)

3807 Kirkwood Hwy.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
“We treat the whole family!”

www.bcpjeep.com

998-2271

Serving the community since 1876.

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact
us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help
Save you money with your monthly payments
on your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail,
Office Building, Apartment and Condos. Can
close in as little as 45 days! Four season customer
service is our top priority.

Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery

2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery

6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600, Philadelphia, PA 19103

ELECTRICAL

SECURITY

994-3400
Trouble shooting & repairs • Service up-grades • Switches • Outlets
Lighting • Appliance circuits

994-5400
Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Assess Control

Residential • Commercial • Institutional

www.delcollo.com

WORSHIP

Have you found

Free Estimates

FABE R
FABER

Established 1975

TM

Mallory’s Army Foundation

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

WITH US
Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships,
p
g
affordable, repetitious,
versatile, lasting.

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call 1.800.333.3166!
308 Holy Family Newark, DE (I)

John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 www.jppc.net

ˊ˒˛ ˌ˘˗ˍ˒˝˒˘˗˒˗ː
˙˕˞˖ˋ˒˗ː • ˑˎˊ˝˒˗ː
Service & Installations
That Radiate a Smile
453-1677

Strano & Feeley

Family Funeral Home
635 Churchmans Rd. • Newark, DE 19702 • 302-731-5459
Traditional Church Service

Owner Dale Wegman
www.radiant-DE.com

Sensible, Affordable, Compassionate • Traditional Funeral Plans
On-Site Crematory • Open For Family Inspection

Funerall & CCremation
i Pl
Planning
i & PPreplanning
l

703 North Broom St • Wilmington 19080

LTC Nursing Home
100% Medicaid Approved

www.MealeyFuneralHomes.com

301-731-5576

2509 Limestone Rd • Wilmington 19808

302-654-3005
302-652-5913

Herman’s Quality
Meat Shoppe

Receive a complimentary brunch entree
with the purchase of another entree
(Limit 1 per table)
Brunch every Saturday & Sunday from 11am til 3pm

64 East Cleveland Avenue
Newark, DE (302) 731-5344

Home of Custom Cut Meats

Victor L. Gregory, Jr., DMD MAGD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

5301 Limestone Road
Suite 211
Wilmington, DE 19808

Experience
the Difference

Roofing
Siding
Gutters
Windows
Doors

302.834.ROOF (7663)
www.mwroofing.net

302-239-1827
www.victorgregorydmd.com

DOHERTY

FUNERAL

HOMES

WILMINGTON

PIKE CREEK

652-6811

999-8277

www.dohertyfh.com

SCAN AND
BOOKMARK ME TO
VIEW THE MOST
RECENT BULLETIN!

I N R EMEMBRANCE

OF

CREMATION SERVICE
OF DELAWARE
519 Philadelphia Pike
Wilmington, DE 19809
(302) 762-0334
Simple ~ Economical ~ Dignified

S AMANTHA J OSEPHSON
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H O W Y O U C A N H E L P O U R C O M M U N I T Y,
OUR SPONSORS

STOP

ASK

MATCH

INFORM

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin.
Help us support them, thank them, and show them
the
app
when you visit their establishments.

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE
308- Holy Family Newark, DE (B)

John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 www.jppc.net

