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1.0 Description of Parish and Existing Campus     
 
1.1 Holy Family Church in Newark, DE, is a Roman Catholic parish body of 

some 3,300 families founded in 1979 by the Diocese of Wilmington.  
From its beginnings, as an offshoot of Newark’s St. John the 
Baptist/Holy Angels Parish, Holy Family has maintained a demographic 
profile that defies easy characterization by ethnic, cultural, or socio-
economic group.  Even today, as the parish attends to the practical needs 
of its future, Holy Family serves as the spiritual home of a diverse 
community of believers whose collective identity derives primarily from 
a shared baptism and love for Christ and Christ’s Church.   On any given 
weekend, in fact, the lay participants in Holy Family’s liturgical 
celebrations are likely to represent a wide array of nationalities, races, 
skin colors, ages, professions and lifestyles that is truly unique among 
Catholic parishes in the United States yet indicative of the universality of 
the faith.  In a formal Mission Statement prepared for the Church’s Jubilee 
Year of 2000 and subsequently revised in 2006, the parish identifies itself 
as “welcoming,” “multi-generational,” “multi-cultural” and eager to 
spread Christ’s Good News of salvation. “Our experience of worship in 
Word and Sacrament,” the Statement notes, “compels us to witness to all 
people through catechesis, service and evangelization.”     

 

OUTREACHOUTREACH

RELIGIOUSRELIGIOUS
ED. CENTERED. CENTER

RECTORYRECTORY

CHURCHCHURCH

1.2 Holy Family’s physical plant occupies a landscaped, 15-acre parcel in 
Ogletown, a suburb of the City of Newark.  The parcel’s N and W 
boundaries are defined by Chestnut Hill Road (RT 4) and Gender Road, 
respectively.  Its eastern edge bounds property owned by a community 
of Felician Sisters who maintain a convent and a home for children 
surrounded by playing fields and a picnic 
grove. Beyond the campus’s southernmost 
edge lies residential housing developments 
that, like the prevailing architecture in the 
parish’s semi-suburban setting, dates from the 
1970s.   Anchoring this neighborhood is the 
Cobbs-Gauger Elementary and Middle 
School complex, which is responsible in part for the considerable 
vehicular traffic that passes by the parish’s Gender Road frontage.      

 
1.3 From the perspective of evangelization, the 

parish benefits from a campus that is situated at 
the intersection of Chestnut Hill Road (RT 4) 
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and Gender Road, the former of which is a 
highly trafficked, mixed-use thoroughfare dotted 
by strip plazas, rental properties and professional 
office buildings.  The parish’s immediate 
neighbor to the west, in fact, is Vince’s Sports 
Center and Golf Course, a multi-venue athletic 
facility that compounds 
the vehicular traffic along 
the parish’s western 
boundary. To passing 
motorists, the campus 
reads as a large, open 
space only vaguely 
discernable from the property maintained by the neighboring Felician 
Sisters and dominated by the paved expanse of an exceedingly large 
parking lot.   Loosely arranged around this lot are the campus’s 
architectural components, which include a worship building, a rectory, a 
religious education facility, a social hall and a social outreach center.  
That these structures bear no formal or stylistic unity owes itself to the 
fact that the campus grew incrementally and with little concern for 
comprehensive planning.          

 
1.4 Among the more legible structures on the site is 

the one-story Religious Education Center, whose 
outward form and fenestration make it 
immediately recognizable as a teaching facility.  
(The structure also has identifying signage 
attached to its most prominent façade.)  
Likewise, the living accommodations for the 
parish’s resident clergy are immediately 
recognizable as such, consisting as they do of a 
pre-fabricated, gabled house. The perimeter 
landscaping, winding access drive and vaguely 
Georgian detailing of this structure lend it the 
appearance of a modern, suburban home.       

 
1.5 The campus’s most prominent architectural 

feature is the worship building, a structure in the 
Modern style that was erected in 1978. In 
addition to the parish’s primary liturgical setting, 
the building houses a social hall with attached 
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kitchen facilities and a suite of administrative offices, the latter of which 
was added after original construction.  Except for attached signage at its 
N and E faces and a slender metal cross that rises above its flat roof, the 
structure bears no explicit mark of its sacred function, and its roof 
planes and slit window detailing lends it an exterior appearance that is 
perhaps more akin to commercial and academic building-types of the 
period. 

 
1.6 Primary or “ritual” access to the building’s 

narthex is provided by sets of doors at the S 
elevation, adjacent to which is an attractively 
detailed apron that functions as a popular, 
exterior gathering area.   A covered drop-off at 
the E elevation offers a secondary means of 
entrance that opens 
directly into the worship 
space.  Tertiary entrances 
are provided by twin 
utility doors at the social 
hall and kitchen and the 
W elevation of the office wing, the latter of which is marked by a metal 
canopy and shallow threshold slab.   The somewhat boxy components of 
the building’s exterior massing are more-or-less unified by a common 
cladding of brown-glazed brick and by a wide, buff-colored spandrel that 
caps the whole.  The rigid, exterior geometry of the building is reiterated 
in anodized metal light-posts that are distributed throughout the campus. 

 

CHOIRCHOIR

FONTFONT

PRESIDERPRESIDER
TAB.TAB.

GATHERING GATHERING 
SPACESPACE

SACRISTYSACRISTY

AMB OAMB O1.7 The core of the building’s interior plan is the 
setting for worship, which is conceived as a 
simple square-on-axis, or “diamond plan,” with 
a fan-style seating arrangement. Narrow 
hallways at the lower perimeters of this plan 
provide access to the social hall and office suite 
at the building’s E and W elevations 
respectively.   Generally, the building is in good 
repair and it continues daily to support the extremely busy parish life 
maintained by the people of Holy Family.  If there are fundamental 
deficiencies in the building that both staff personnel and parishioners 
openly acknowledge, however, they may be summarized as follows:     
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1.7.1 The setting for worship, though reflective of the liturgical changes 
promulgated by the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), embodies 
some of the ambivalence that affected Catholic Church 
architecture during the initial phase of conciliar reform. 

 
1.7.2 The facility was developed over time and on modest budgets, 

which may have adversely affected both the size and the finish 
detailing of its constituent parts. 

 
1.7.3 The building serves as the centerpiece of parish life but is located 

at a considerable distance from the Religious Education building 
and the rectory.  

         
1.8 The most minor architectural element on the parish’s campus is a small, 

singly-story house fronting Gender Road that formerly served as a 
rectory.  Known as the “Parish House,” the structure currently houses 
the daily activities and related storage needs of several outreach 
ministries.   To passing vehicular traffic, the building’s gabled roof, 
prominent picture window and decorative landscaping make it most 
immediately identifiable with residential architecture.         

  
1.9 Programmatic data obtained by means of the “Parish Inventory Tool” 

and parish-wide questionnaire described below (2.4) suggest that the 
members of Holy Family Church maintain a strong emotional 
attachment to their existing campus and are proud of the achievements 
of the parish’s founding families.    The data likewise suggest that Holy 
Family parishioners across the board are cognizant of certain deficiencies 
that exist in their current facilities.     

 
 
2.0 Overview of Current Master-Planning/Church Renovation Project 
 
2.1 2001: The current master-planning and church renovation was initiated 

in 2001 by then-pastor Rev. Michael Angeloni as part of a diocesan-wide 
capital campaign known as “Bringing the Vision to Life.”  Consistent 
with the requirements of this initiative, Fr. Angeloni formed a parish 
“Dream Team” to identify areas where capital improvements to the 
parish’s physical plant might help Holy Family better meet the 
requirements of its stated mission.  Among the conclusions outlined in 
the Dream Team’s final report of January 22, 2002, was that the parish 
engage both a master-planning specialist and a liturgical consultant to 
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help it with the related tasks of developing a comprehensive campus 
plan and renovating the parish’s existing place for worship.    

 
2.2 2004: Further definition of the goals outlined in the Dream Team report 

were articulated in a communiqué (“Case Statement”) distributed to 
parishioners in 2004, as Holy Family prepared to celebrate its 25th 
anniversary.  The communiqué prioritized the components of capital 
improvements in the following way:  

 
2.2.1 Phase 1 

 renovate and reconfigure the [major] worship space 
 

2.2.2 Phase II 
 provide a Daily Mass Chapel 
 expand the current gathering space 
 expand the Religious Education Center  

 
2.2.3 Phase III 

 expand the current parish hall and kitchen 
 develop a central office complex that is connected physically and 

aesthetically to other parish buildings. 
 

2.3 It was with the above agenda in hand that a Project Steering Committee 
consisting of Holy Family parishioners and staff members began in 2004 
to gain knowledge about the practical aspects of church renovation.   
Assisting the Committee greatly in this preparatory work was Rev. John 
Grasing, former associate pastor, chair of the parish’s Liturgy Committee 
and a long-time student of sacred worship and art.  In August 2004, for 
example, Fr. Grasing led the Steering Committee to the annual 
FORM/REFORM Conference on Liturgical Art held in Los Angeles, at 
which its members obtained new insights into the role of architects, 
specialized consultants and other professional participants in today’s 
Catholic church-building projects and the importance of parish-wide 
formation as a component of any large-scale, architectural undertaking.   

 
2.4 2005-2006:  In July 2005, after conclusion of a national search, the 

Committee engaged Michael E. DeSanctis, Ph.D., Professor of Fine Arts 
at Gannon University in Erie, PA, to serve as liturgical design consultant 
to the project.    Under the guidance of Dr. DeSanctis, the parish entered 
into a methodical, five-step process (1. education, 2. programming, 3. 
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design, 4. fundraising and 5. renovation) intended to help Holy Family 
scrutinize the existing features of its physical plant in light of the parish’s 
stated mission and the prevailing guidelines for Catholic architecture at 
the universal, territorial and diocesan levels. Through a series of 
illustrated, educational sessions held between October 2005-March 2006, 
Dr. DeSanctis introduced parishioners to the history, theology and 
practice of Roman Catholic church architecture and encouraged them to 
apply what they had learned to the unique circumstances of Holy Family 
Church.  To accommodate parishioners’ busy schedules, each of these 
presentations was offered twice in the course of the consultant’s 
weekend visits.  By means of regular “Pulpit Reflections” at weekend 
liturgies, Dr. DeSanctis also conveyed useful information to those 
members of the parish who were not likely to attend the public sessions.   
In the spring of 2006, by means of a special “Parish Inventory Tool” 
developed by Dr. DeSanctis, members of the parish’s major constituent 
groups and ministries recorded their assessment of the existing parish 
campus for inclusion in a formal “Program Document” conceived as the 
starting point of any design service that, in the course of the project, 
would be furnished by a competent architectural firm.  Those 
parishioners not belonging to a special ministry or constituency were 
likewise given the opportunity to contribute their opinions to the 
Program Document by completing a questionnaire-style tool that was 
distributed to all households in the parish.  (Raw material obtained by 
means of the “Inventory Tool” and questionnaire were incorporated 
into Draft 1 of the Program Document and shared with the entire parish 
on January 10, 2007.) 

 
2.5 2007:  After a prolonged search for professional design services that 

involved onsite interviews of a half-dozen finalists held in July and 
September 2006, the Steering Committee awarded James Hundt, AIA, of 
Clifton Park, New York, the role of project architect.   The Committee’s 
decision rest in part on the fact that Mr. Hundt, who had previously 
(2004) offered the parish a workshop on liturgical consulting and design,   
had established a good working relationship with the Holy Family staff 
and possessed considerable, first-hand knowledge of  the parish’s 
liturgical life  and general temperament..   It was the consensus of the 
Committee, as well, that Mr. Hundt’s down-to-earth manner and openly 
prayerful approach to sacred design would best match the aspirations of 
Holy Family Parish.  Mr. Hundt’s formal introduction to the parish 
occurred at two parish-wide meetings held on January 10, 2007, for 
which all participants in the present Campus Master-Planning and 
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Church Renovation Project—pastoral staff, administrative staff, Steering 
Committee leadership and members, parishioners and design 
professionals reviewed the first draft of this Program Document. 

        
2.6 Tentative Project Schedule: With the assistance of Mr. Hundt as 

architect, whose presence is essential to completion of programmatic 
exercises, the project is expected to unfold at a quickened pace and 
generally along the following timeline.   

 
 January-February 2007                  Program Refinement 

 
 February-May 2007                       Master-Planning     

                                                           Preliminary (Schematic) Design  
                                                        
 May-September 2007                    Design Development 

 
 September-December  2007         Supplemental Fundraising 

                                                            
 Feast of the Holy Family 2008      Parish Celebrates Formal  

                                                          Beginning of Church Renovation 
 
 Advent 2008                                 Church Renovation Complete  

 
 

2.7 Parishioners’ Fears Associated with the Building Project 
Among the project-related fears that Holy Family parishioners identified 
in their “Inventory” responses and at various public meetings are the 
following:  
 
 questionnaire responses from parish will not be reviewed by Steering 

Committee or shared with entire parish 
 project is motivated primarily by the egos of the resident priests 
 project will result in a church building like Holy Angels 
 Steering Committee has no overall plan 
 Steering Committee will devise a plan too big/costly 
 Steering Committee membership too exclusive  
 poor communication to entire parish by Steering Committee 
 liturgical consultant’s presentations will not outline entire decision-

making process 
 liturgical consultant’s process geared to the “the head not the heart” 
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 liturgical consultant will use Vatican mandates as “smokescreen to 
squelch opinions of others” 

 tabernacle relocated from its prominent position in existing church 
 church’s identity as both sacred and Catholic will be diminished 
 overemphasis on “non-essentials” as opposed to practical issues  

(e.g., structural repairs, maintenance, HVAC system, etc.) 
 overemphasis on “[a]esthetics” over “substance” 
 greater parish-wide emphasis on buildings over people 
 growing immigrant population will have no voice in project 
 renovation of existing worship setting will diminish parish’s 

connection to Catholic tradition 
 renovations to church building will eventually be outdated themselves  
 parish will lose sight of the loving God it should worship 
 project will destroy intimate atmosphere of existing space 

 
 
2.8 Parishioners’ Dreams/Aspirations for Project 

Among the dreams and aspirations parishioners say they bring to the 
project are the following: 
 
 comprehensive accessibility for handicapped persons 
 project will result in a church more beautiful than the present one 
 elimination of poor acoustics and the ambient noise that detracts 

from liturgical celebrations 
 improved lighting (more light and more efficient lighting fixtures)  
 renovated worship space will help the parish focus on what is 

important 
 permanent immersion font 
 renovations will foster greater devotion to Mary and Joseph 
 renovated space will have greater solemnity than current one and will 

give parish greater contact with God  
 tabernacle will be places in a prominent location  
 reconfigured liturgical plan will allow members of lay assembly can 

see each other (pull altar forward and surround with assembly 
seating)  

 project will make the parish more accepting of diverse cultures 
 existing windows can be replaced with air-tight, energy-saving ones 
 increased reverence for the Eucharist 
 greater solemnity in rituals and their surroundings 
 project will cause parish to draw closer to God 
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 parish members will grow closer to each other 
 project will further unify the parish 

 
 

3.0 Historical, Geographical and Cultural Dimensions of Parish 
 
3.1 History 

Among the important historical characteristics of Holy Family Church are 
the following: 
 
 founded as offshoot of another local parish 
 founding families and pastor were very energetic and enthusiastic 

during formation of new parish in Newark’s eastern suburb 
 Msgr. Clem(ent) Lemon set positive tone for newly-formed parish 
 campus property was acquired from neighboring Our Lady of Grace 

Home for Children  
 many parishioners were once employed by local Chrysler plant 
 parish has gained local reputation as “teaching parish”  

 
3.2 Geography 

Among the important aspects of the parish’s geographical location are the 
following: 
 
 location in northern Delaware makes parish accessible to visitors 

from Pennsylvania, Maryland and New Jersey 
 campus sits in mixed-use area on RT 4, not far from University of 

Delaware and Christiana Hospital 
 campus is short drive from I-95 
 campus has “suburban” feel and is in midst of fast-growing northern 

fridge of Newark corporate district   
 parish’s spacious existing campus offers room to grow and may 

expand through purchase of adjacent properties 
 close proximity to shopping centers sometimes attracts bus-loads of  

     shoppers to weekend liturgies 
 proximity to Pennsylvania and Maryland borders allows some 

parishioners to live in those states as well as Delaware  
 campus lies at fringe of corporate district and has “suburban” feel   
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3.3 Culture 
Among the important cultural characteristics of the parish are the 
following: 
 
 complex demography includes European ethnic groups, African, 

African-American, Asian, Latino and other ethnic-nationality groups 
 parish boasts a large Filipino constituency   
 large (predominantly?) blue collar membership 
 large lower middle-class population 
 multiple generations of same families  
 many retirees 
 many current and former employees of MBNA, Dupont, Astra 

Zeneca, Chrysler Automotive, University of Delaware 
 
 
4.0 Spiritual Dimension of Parish Life 
 
4.1 Parish Liturgical Style 

Parishioners describe their community’s liturgical style in the following 
way: 
 
 welcoming/inviting 
 genuine 
 enthusiastic 
 inspiring 
 participatory 
 responsive 
 spiritual 
 formal 
 reverent 
 creative 
 active 
 exciting 
 lively 
 joyful 
 musical 
 steeped in tradition 
 redundant 
 plain 
 interesting 
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 liberal 
 trendy 
 conservative 
 respectful 
 knowledgeable 
 cheerful 
  warm 
 classy 
 outstanding 
 refined 
 changes with presiding priest 
 one that emphasizes importance of music 

 
4.2 Parish’s Shared Images of God 

Among the images of God parishioners maintain are the following:  
 
 loving 
 good 
 caring 
 understanding 
 laughing 
 attentive 
 involved 
 merciful 
 benevolent 
 sharing 
 giving 
 merciful 
 personal 
 familial 
 parental (Loving Father) 
 harsh/judgmental 
 benevolent 
 kind 
 compassionate 
 forgiving 
 everlasting 
 flexible 
 trusting 
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 all-powerful 
 comforting 
 peaceful 
 close to us 
 friendly 
 immense 

 
4.3     Parish’s Shared Sense of Catholic Identity 

Among the aspects of Catholic identity parishioners say they value are the 
following: 
 
 Centrality of the Eucharist  
 universality of the Church 
 preferential option for the poor 
 explicit concern for poor, sick and youth 
 reverence for the Word 
 strong support for family and community 
 diversity of ministries among clergy and laity 
 call to each of the faithful to share gifts 
 concern for social justice issues 
 Church boldly defends human life 
 beautiful and ancient tradition 
 liturgical seasons 
 expansion of ministries assumed by laypeople (since Vatican II) 
 a generous church that takes the Beatitudes seriously 
 prayerful   

 
 

5.0 Relationship of Architecture to Parish’s Prayer Life 
 
5.1 Preferences in Sacred Architecture 

Among the terms parishioners use to describe the type of religious 
architecture they prefer are the following: 
 
 grand/large/monumental 
 beautiful 
 bright/filled with natural light 
 clearly distinguishable (through form and symbol) as sacred   
 supportive of both liturgical and devotional prayer 
 reverent 
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 intimate 
 open  
 warm 
 cozy 
 constructed of natural materials  
 peaceful 
 God-filled 
 traditional 
 visually rich with images, objects, light 
 colorful 
 open/spacious 
 bright (properly illuminated) 
 marble-filled 
 fenestrated with stained glass 
 vaulted ceiling planes 
 sense of the cosmic/transcendent 
 attainable 
 attractive 
 unified spatially 
 inspiring  
 artistic 
 peaceful 
 uplifting 
 welcoming 
 mystical 
 “elegantly simple” 
 open to nature 
 reassuring 
 devotional 
 focused  

 
5.2 Positive Aspects of Existing Place of Worship 

Among the aspects of their existing place of worship that parishioners 
say have the most positive effects on their liturgical experiences are the 
following:  
           
 general simplicity of the worship setting and its decor 
 seating arrangement for the lay assembly (close proximity to altar) 
 open space with unobstructed sightlines 
 semicircular seating arrangement 
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 prominent location of the tabernacle 
 prominence of baptismal font  
 flowing water in baptismal font 
 crucifix 
 comforting embrace of surrounding walls (insular character)  
 gathering space 
 stained glass windows of the N and E walls 
 location/visibility of altar 
 presence of kneelers 
 banner art suspended from ceiling 
 furnishings for musicians close to sanctuary but not intrusive 
 seasonal décor, especially suspended Advent Wreath 
 votive candles (in Gathering Space) 
 comfortable pew seating and padded chairs 
 electronic organ 
 confessionals 
 Holy Family statue (in Gathering Space) 

    
5.3 Aspects of Existing Place of Worship that have Historical, Artistic 

or Sentimental Value to Parish  
Among the aspects of their existing place of worship that parishioners 
identify as having historical, artistic or sentimental value to the parish are the 
following: 
 
 centralized layout of space, with altar as focal point 
 present location and shape of tabernacle 
 stained glass windows 
 Holy Family statue 
 Holy Family icon 
 crucifix 
 Stations of the Cross 
 statue of the Blessed Mother 
 donor/memorial plaque in Gathering Space 
 corner stone 

 
5.4 Challenging or Deficient Aspects of Existing Place of Worship 

Among the aspects of their existing place of worship that parishioners 
regard most challenging or deficient are the following: 
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 worship setting not completely handicapped-accessible (elevated 
sanctuary remains off-limits to wheelchair-bound)   

 Gathering Space too small 
 insufficient room/furnishings in sacristy  
 no place for private adoration (of the Eucharist)  
 poor acoustics (especially for musical sound, partly because of 

carpeted surfaces) 
 dark interior with poor/dated lighting system 
 clumsy location of font obstructs assembly’s view of sanctuary   
 gold wallpaper surrounding tabernacle 
 ambient noise from HVAC system and Social Hall 
 dated, reddish-cast carpeting 
 unattractive banner art and seasonal decor 
 narrow space between pews 
 uncomfortable seating 
 metal ambry-stand for sacramental oils obstructs views of altar   
 location of organ and cantor’s stand 
 insufficient room for music ministers 
 no practice room/instrument storage room  for musicians 
 lack of accommodations for noisy babies  
 unattractive baptismal font and surrounding appointments 
 “auditorium style” of church building 
 general lack of devotional imagery 
 no physical connection between church and other campus facilities 
 disruptive traffic through N entrance directly into worship space  
 unattractive/unarticulated ceiling and wall surfaces 
 dark brick of exterior façade 
 altar seems disproportionate to other appointments and is too wide 

for sanctuary platform  
 hymnal racks too narrow to accommodate thick liturgical books 
 narrow aisles, especially perimeter ambulatory 
 limited space for wheelchair-bound 
 lack of transitional space between outside (secular) and inside (ritual) 

spaces 
 lack of variety of colors/textures 

 
    
5.5 Greatest Needs of Parish’s Liturgical Style/Setting  

Among the “greatest needs” parishioners identify in the style and setting 
of their worship services are the following 
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 more reverent behavior/silence in worship space 
 worship space not handicapped-accessible 
 lower altar platform (predella) 
 reorder of Communion processions, from front to back 
 reconfigure seating 
 brighten worship space 
 relocate music ministers 
 create place for adoration of the Eucharist  
 overcome “traffic jams” during Communion processions 
 reconfigure baptismal furnishings (possibly make portable) 
 create more inviting entranceway 
 expand sacristy 
 possibly introduce sloped floor or antiphonal seating  
 good evening lighting of parking lot/grounds     

 
5.6 Immediate Actions to Improve Worship   

Among the immediate actions by the Steering Committee that 
parishioners believe might improve worship at Holy Family are the 
following: 
 
5.6.1 Spatial/Architectural Changes 
 make entire facility handicapped-accessible  
 enlarge entire worship space and increase seating capacity 
 enlarge gathering space 
 enlarge sanctuary 
 relocate parish library to church building facility 
 create chapel for Perpetual Adoration 
 somewhat more traditional appearance with emphasis on comfort 

and hospitality 
 enlarge restrooms. 
 make the worship setting handicapped-accessible. 
 relocate baptismal font to area near entrance doors 
 add kneelers to the last set of pews. 
 fix the acoustics and sound amplification system 
 replace lights inserted in ceiling with suspended fixtures. 
 add a Cry Room for noisy babies 
 soundproof wall dividing worship space from social hall 
 introduce a portable altar to that sanctuary can be reconfigured 
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5.6.2 Changes in Liturgical Practice/Behavior   
 instruct worshipers to genuflect toward Blessed Sacrament  
 ring bells at Consecration 
 bring back missals 
 have cantor speak text of psalms before singing them 
 impose moment of silence before every liturgical service 
 have Communion procession begin at the front pews, not back 
 fix a sign to entrance doors encouraging silence/reverence   

   
5.7 General Character of Proposed New Place of Worship 

Among the general characteristics parishioners say they would like to see in 
a new place of worship are the following: 
 
 completely handicapped-accessible 
 beautiful but not gaudy 
 obvious “sacredness”  
 spaciousness/airy feeling 
 warmth/hospitality  
 light-filled 
 awe-inspiring 
 welcoming 
 conveys feeling of being “home” 
 invites people to linger after services 
 expressive of reverence for Christ in the Eucharist  
 hard floor surfaces for good musical acoustics  
 physically comfortable and accessible 
 liturgical plan that fosters active participation of lay assembly 
 evokes Church’s roots in Judaism 
 greater distance between pews for “more leg room” 
 rich colors/textures 
 assembly space focused on the sanctuary  
 multiple means of egress 

 
5.8 Specific Characteristics of New or Renovated Place of Worship 

Parishioners say they would like to see the following specific characteristics 
in their new or renovated place of worship: 
 
5.8.1  Liturgical/Devotional 
 unified plan to seat_____ 
 permanent baptismal font that facilitates adult immersion 



                                                                                    Program for New Parish Campus  20

 permanent place/fixture for Easter Fire  
 Daily Mass Chapel 
 Eucharistic Reservation Chapel 
 central location of tabernacle in main worship space 
 Reconciliation Chapel 
 larger gathering space 
 new, custom-designed and handicapped-usable appointments (altar, 

ambo, chair, font, etc.)  
 expanded space for music ministers  
 choir seating that faces other members of assembly 
 wide aisles 
 prominent placement of Stations of the Cross and devotional imagery 
 mixture of pew and chair seating 
 outdoor labyrinth or prayer garden 
 increased seating 
 ambulatory pathway that follows entire perimeter of worship space 

 
5.8.2  Practical 
 security system that includes cameras 
 abundant storage for liturgical vesture, altar paraments, seasonal  

     décor, etc. 
 Bride’s Room 
 Cry Room 
 much larger sacristy 
 state-of-the-art technology (sound/lighting systems) 
 better location for wheelchair-bound and other handicapped 

worshipers 
 Changing Room for adult neophytes  
 Bereavement Room 
 Ushers Closet 
 work sacristy with built-in cabinetry for vesture/decorative elements     
 weather buffering space in gathering area   
 modified HVAC system to circulate fresh air 
 choir practice room 
  large book racks 
 coat room 
 information/literature racks 
 easily-accessible restrooms 
 Family Restroom 
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 Cry Room 
 more attractive restrooms 
 larger, more accommodating rest rooms 
 better location of fire extinguishers  

 
5.8.3  Aesthetic 
 abundance of natural and artificial light 
 skylights to introduce more natural light in worship space 
 programmable lighting and sound systems 
 good acoustics 
 more and better artificial light 
 nothing “trendy” or “faddish” 
 organic structural and finish materials (wood, stone, etc.) 
 no exposed trusses 
 clear-glazed windows as opposed to stained glass  
 more artwork, possibly by local talents 
 attractive landscaping 
 higher ceiling in worship space 
 applied (painted) cloud treatment on ceiling 
 hanging tapestries on walls 

 
 
6.0 Relationship of Architecture to Parish’s Social Life 
 
6.1 Character of Parish’s Social Life 

Among the terms parishioners use to describe their parish’s social life are 
the following: 
 very active with social and/or fundraising events 
 frequent events involving food and formal/informal meals 
 “The parish likes to get together.” 
 “People hang out after Mass.” 
 “We like to party.” 
 “The social life of the parish has increased in the last several years.” 

 
6.2 Strengths/Deficiencies of Parish’s Existing Places for Socializing 

Among the strengths and weaknesses parishioners have identified in their 
existing places for socializing are the following: 

 
6.2.1 Strengths 
 social hall adjacent to worship space is very covenient 
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6.2.2 Weaknesses  
 social hall is too small/not warm or inviting 
 exterior appearance of hall is not attractive 
 inadequate access (narrow access hall and entrance door) 
 lighting system is dated 
 portable coat rack insufficient   
 inadequate kitchen facilities for large events 
 HVAC controls located in sacristy of worship space 
 existing oven is broken 
 insufficient storage  
 inadequate acoustical barrier between hall and worship space (poor 

soundproofing makes it difficult to use social and liturgical events 
simultaneously) 

 no windows to admit natural light 
 no secondary, public means of egress   

 
6.3 General Character of Proposed New Social Space 

Among the general terms parishioners use to describe the social spaces 
that might best serve their parish are the following:  
 handicapped accessible Social Hall  (including kitchen) 
 flexible, with abundant room for social, business, educational and 

other activities 
 “family friendly” 
 abundant storage 

 
6.4 Specific Details for New Social Spaces 
          Parishioners say they would like to see the following specific details   
          incorporated into the design of their new social spaces. 
 

6.4.1 Practical 
 enlarged social hall and kitchen facilities 
 abundant storage 
 stage area for presentations/performances 
 hard-wiring for modern AV and telecommunication capabilities  
 reception area 
 childcare area connected to worship building 
 possibly relocate parish library to worship building complex 
 possibly a gymnasium or auditorium 
 new tables/chairs and related furnishings 



                                                                                    Program for New Parish Campus  23

 display cases 
 moveable furnishings 
 more meeting spaces 
 external electric service for Summer Fest activities in parking lot 
 programmable lighting system  

 
6.4.2 Aesthetic  
 natural light 
 soundproofing 
 soft surfaces/contours 
 warm decorative treatment but neutral enough to accommodate large 

range of activities 
 carpeted floor surfaces   

 
 
7.0 Relationship of Architecture to Parish’s Outreach Ministries 

The parish is highly committed to its various outreach ministries, which 
come under the purview of a Social Concerns Committee.  The primary 
site of daily outreach activity is the Parish House, which receives heavy 
use as a food storage/distribution center, a counseling center, and a 
setting for group meetings of such organizations as Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  A regular user of the House is the parish’s St. Vincent 
dePaul Society, which attends to the wellbeing of the poor of the 
community.  In addition to its weekly distribution of food and clothing 
to needy persons, for example, the Society hosts an annual Thanksgiving 
Basket event, the gift parcels for which are assembled in the House. An 
Outreach Office located in the House likewise safeguards materials 
pertaining to such parish committees as Respect Life, Peace and Justice, 
and Bereavement, to name a few.      
  

7.1 Strengths/Deficiencies of Existing Parish House Outreach 
Among the strengths parishioners identify in the Parish House facility are 
the following: 
 
7.1.1 Strengths 

          Though the facility’s interior space is modest, its is large enough to house     
          the following:  

 an administrative office  
 meeting rooms 
 counseling rooms 
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 food pantry  
 
7.1.2 Weaknesses  
 conditions in the house are cramped, recently, the facility has 

suffered a series of break-ins.  
 legibility from Gender Road as an ecclesiastical building (still reads as 

a residential structure) 
 

7.2 General Character of Proposed New or Renovated Parish 
House/Outreach Facility 
 large/spacious 
 permanent 
 multifunctional 
 attractive and welcoming 
 handicapped-accessible 
 linked to parish’s campus-wide information technology and 

communication network  
 

7.3 Specific Details of Proposed New or Renovated Facility  
 welcoming lobby with seating for clients 
 meeting/conference space 
 modern office spaces 
 spaces for educational activities 
 areas for prayer/reflection 
 private/soundproof areas for working with clients 
 ample storage space  
 effective outdoor security lighting 
 small kitchen/food preparation area 
 paved walkway from parking lot to facility 
 space for food storage and basket preparation 
 storage space for Clothing Closet 
 Giving Tree assembly area 

 
7.4 Recommendations of Social Concerns Committee Following         

Break-Ins at Its Facility, Autumn 2006 
 Repaint Parish House interior (special attention to food closet 

shelves) 
 power wash Parish House exterior 
 new drapes for Outreach Office 
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 landscaping for Parish House that includes perennial plants and 
decorative shrubs 

 
 
8.0 Relationship of Architecture to Parish’s Catechetical Life 
 
8.1 Character of Parish’s Catechetical Activities 

Parishioners describe the character of the parish’s catechetical activities 
in the following way: 
 
 The parish places high value on its Religious Education Program and 

employs a full-time director and staff.   The program occupies a  
dedicated building that is in use throughout the year.   During the 
summer months, the parish hosts a popular Vatican Bible School 
session.  

 
 The parish’s catechetical activities are meant to serve all parishioners, 

from adults to the youngest of children.  Currently 400-500 children 
are enrolled in the parish’s Pre-school—Gr. 12 RE Program. 
Hundreds of adults are served by various programs, for which the 
groups sizes can range from a few participants to as many as 100 or 
more.  Numbers of participants on RE programs has apparently 
stabilized after several years of decreased.  The program devoted to  
high school-age students is growing and becoming more active, as is 
the parish’s adult faith-formation initiative.  Some Holy Family 
children attend a regional Catholic school located several miles from 
the parish.          

 
8.2 Strengths/Deficiencies of Parish’s Existing Catechetical Facilities 

Among the strengths and weaknesses parishioners have identified in their 
existing catechetical facilities are the following: 
 

8.2.1 Strengths  
 dedicated building 
 age-appropriate furnishings 
 one-story layout 

 
8.2.2 Deficiencies  

 RE Center is disconnected from rest of campus components, 
which limits opportunities for linking catechesis with other parish 
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activities and makes staff/students dependent on weather 
conditions 

 Parish Library and childcare services are underutilized because RE 
Center is isolated  

 dangerous drop-off zone for children in middle of entrance drive 
 no kitchen/food preparation facilities 
 no dedicated Youth Room 
 no dedicated setting for small-group worship activities 
 no dedicated space for childcare/nursery 
 no assembly space in RE Center to gather entire cohort of 

students 
 rooftop HVAC system is noisy and hasn’t prevented mildew that 

persists throughout RE Center 
 classrooms tend to be hot in the summer months cold during the 

winter 
 window frames leak and panes are clouded by trapped moisture 
 leaking windows have caused structural damage  
 regular geometry and appearance of classrooms does not lend 

itself to informal gatherings of students  
 insufficient storage space 
 inflexible lighting system limits what can be done to create mood 

for special activities 
 classroom and other spaces in RE Center were originally designed 

primarily with school-age children in mind and do not 
accommodate special needs of adult learners 

         
8.3 General Character of Proposed New Catechetical Facilities 

Parishioners say they would like to see the following general characteristics 
in their proposed new catechetical facilities: 
 
 easy access from worship facility 
 close to parking areas and drop-off sites  
 spacious  
 inviting 
 “friendly yet efficient” 
 attractive but not opulent 
 attractive interior detailing/artwork/decoration 

 
8.4 Specific Details for New Catechetical Facilities 
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Parishioners say they would like to see the following specific details in 
their new or renovated catechetical facilities:  
 

8.4.1 Practical  
 upgrade all mechanical/environment systems (lighting, HVAC) 
 upgrade restrooms 
 increase storage space 
 add kitchen/food preparation facilities 

  
 

8.4.2 Aesthetic 
 develop more formal/identifiable entrance bay with attractive and 

symbolic approach  
 apply exterior form/embellishment to indicate building’s catechetical 

function and relationship to parish’s mission 
 
8.4.3 Other 
 a devotional space or small chapel 

 
 
9.0 Relationship of Architecture to Parish’s Administrative Life 
 
9.1 Character of Parish’s Administrative Staff  

Among the general terms parishioners use to describe the existing 
administrative makeup of their parish are the following: 
 

9.1.1 The parish has a full-time staff of 9,   which is augmented by 4 
part-time staffers and  2 permanent deacons.. 

       
9.2 Strengths/Deficiencies in Parish’s Existing Administrative 

Facilities  
Among the strengths and weaknesses parishioners identify in their 
existing administrative facilities are the following: 
 

9.2.1 Strengths 
 offices housed in same structure as worship space and Social Hall, 

which allows staff to monitor use of latter throughout business day 
 

9.2.2 Deficiencies  
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 suite of administrative offices too small and not connected to rest of 
campus 

 lack of signage/external articulation makes office suite hard to find 
for non-parishioners 

 individual staff offices are small and lack sufficient storage space 
 no lunch room or associated facilities for staff meals 
 insufficient meeting space 
 no kitchenette/food preparation facilities 
 no dedicated technology room for office machinery    
 

9.3 General Character of Proposed New Administrative Facilities  
Parishioners say they would like to see the following general characteristics 
in their new or renovated administrative facilities: 
 larger, brighter and more comfortable offices 
 easy identification and access from exterior 
 windows or other fenestration to admit natural light  
 

9.4 Specific Details of New/Renovated Administrative Facilities 
Parishioners say they would like to see the following specific details in 
their new or renovated administrative facilities: 
 

9.4.1 Practical 
 handicapped-accessibility 
 dedicated kitchenette/lunch room for staff 
 secured area with safe/files for parish records 
 larger offices with ample storage 
 technology room 
 dedicated copy room 
 meeting rooms 
 formal waiting room or lobby distinguished from narthex of church 

 
9.4.2  Aesthetic 
 windows in every office 
 ceiling fans in each office 
 carpeted floors in each office 
 

9.4.3 Other      
 state-of-the-art security system    
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10.0 Relationship of Architecture to Parish’s Recreational Activities 
 
10.1 Character of Parish’s Recreational Activities 

The parish currently maintains no facilities for recreational activities.  
Among the general terms parishioners use to describe the athletic 
activities in which their parish engages are the following: 

 
 The parish currently maintains no facilities for recreational activities.  
 The parish has a softball team. 
 

10.2 General Character of Proposed New/Renovated Athletic Facilities 
Parishioners say they would like to see the following general characteristics 
in their proposed new or renovated athletic facilities: 
 dedicated playing fields for organized sports (baseball, soccer, etc.) 
 playground for children 
 playing fields and courts with night lighting 

 
10.3 Specific Details of Proposed New/Renovated Athletic Facilities 

Parishioners say they would like to see the following specific characteristics 
in their proposed new or renovated athletic facilities: 

 
10.3.1 Practical  
 playing fields/courts for organized sports (basketball, volleyball, 

baseball, soccer, etc.) 
 playground for children 
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