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Mission Statement 
Holy Family Parish is a welcoming 

community of faith rooted in the Roman 
Catholic tradition. As members of the Body 
of Christ, we are a multigenerational parish  

called to share our gifts and talents. 
Our experience of worship in Word and 
Sacrament compels us to witness to all 
people through catechesis, service and 

evangelization. 
 

      
 

Our religious education program follows the 
policies of the Diocese of Wilmington and we 

have been granted full accreditation through the 
diocesan Office of Religious Education. 

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Welcome to the Religious Education Program at 
Holy Family Parish! 
 

Christian life is often spoken of as a “journey of 
faith.” We are here to walk this journey with you 
as we provide some of the systematic, yearly infor-
mation and formation of your children, to help you 
help them become knowledgeable and practicing 
Catholics . . . Alive in the spirit of Christ, faithful 
to worship in community, and generous in service 
to others. 
 

This handbook will provide information about our 
program and a listing of some policies you need to 
know. Thank you for reading it carefully. 
 

Considering us partners in formation, we encour-
age your conversation with us when you have 
questions or needs. We encourage your support for 
the catechists of your children in any way you can. 
Your ongoing support of them makes a huge dif-
ference in their spirit and in their effectiveness. 
Check in regularly and offer your help when 
needed. 
 

Through the love of our children and young peo-
ple, we as adults are often nudged to come more 
alive in faith and faith practice, ourselves. So, let 
us be attentive, for it is their need for us that is the 
urging of God to deepen ourselves. Let us walk 
this journey together. 
 

Sincerely, 
Melody Duffy, DRE 
Donna Wakeman, CYM 
and the Christian Formation Committee 
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Religious Education Office 
Important Information 

 

Director of Religious Education: 
Ms. Melody Duffy, mduffy@holyfamilynewark.org 
 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry: 
Mrs. Donna Wakeman, dwakeman@holyfamilynewark.org 
 
Religious Education Secretary: 
Mrs. Rita Garland, rgarland@holyfamilynewark.org 
 
Office Assistant: 
Mrs. Roberta Briggs, rbriggs@hioyfamilynewark.org 
 
Office Staff: 
Jean Hendricks, Patty Cook, Kathy Ciconte 
 

Hours During Religious Education Year: 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM,  
Friday: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
May—September: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, [Monday—Friday] 
 
Telephone Number: 302.368.8976 
FAX Number: 302.368.5184 
 

      
Holy Family Parish 

Rev. James Nash, Pastor 
Rev. John Lunness, Associate Pastor 
Mr. Joseph Certesio, Sr., Deacon 
Mr. Martin Barrett, Deacon 
Church Office: 368.4665 
FAX Number: 368.4667 
Web Page: http//www.holyfamilynewark.org 
Mass Schedule:   
Saturday Evening—5 PM;  
Sunday Masses—7:15, 9:00, 10:45 AM, 12:30 PM;  
Daily Mass [Monday—Saturday] - 9:00 AM 
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Holy Family Youth Ministry:   
Your young person is ministered to more completely when 
he/she is involved and actively participates in parish life.  
Youth Ministry programming allows these individuals to do 
so with the companionship of caring young adult and adult 
volunteers, under the guidance of the Coordinator of Youth 
Minster.  Please encourage your young person’s participation 
and not the “graduation” concept after Confirmation. 
 
In addition to our HS and CYC classes, Holy Family offers a 
Comprehensive Youth Ministry Program to our students in 
Catholic, private and public schools in grades 7-12.  Holy 
Family Parish takes very seriously the role of our older ado-
lescents in the parish and accepts that this ministry is a con-
cern for our entire church community.  Our programming 
strives to address the young person’s call to personal disci-
pleship, evangelization, and leadership.  The activities allow 
our young people to come together to worship, deepen their 
relationships with God and each other, acquire leadership 
and mentoring skills through service, and enjoy a safe, com-
fortable and fun environment where friendships are devel-
oped and last a lifetime.  Our teens have enjoyed work 
camps, participated on a national level in conferences with 
Catholic teens from all over the country; and each year par-
ticipate in the wonderful opportunities provided for us 
through the Dioceses of Wilmington Office for Youth Minis-
try. These activities are advertised in our church bulletin, 
Holy Family’s web page and via mailings.   
 

      
 

NOTES: 
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PRACTICAL PARTNERING 
 
The Religious Education programs are meant to give support 
to the foundation work and practice you do at home with 
your children.  We build on that foundation.  These are some 
foundational practices that make all the difference in the 
world to our ministry: 
 
Go to Mass regularly with your children. 

 
The gathering of the parish community each week-
end is the central act of our faith and foundational to 
understanding ourselves as Catholic.  All the church 
documents describe this act of worship as the 
“source and summit” of our faith. It is our experi-
ence that children who go to Mass understand the 
material we teach because they have experienced it.  
As experiential learners, anything we teach them 
has to be rooted in something they already know. 

 
Read/Tell the stories about Jesus from the Gospels to your 
children when they are young and talk about them.  Pay 
attention to the Gospel as children grow. 

 
With young children, a children’s Bible Story Book 
is engaging.  As your children get older, you might 
consider the practice of reading the Gospel for the 
coming Sunday.  You can find this in the parish 
bulletin the week before. The parish bulletin is ar-
chived on the Holy Family website:  
http//www.holyfamilynewark.org. 
Having a little chat in the car on the way home from 
Mass reveals much. Talking about the Gospel takes 
faith one step further as you share the values and 
attitudes you see in the Gospel stories and apply 
them to your lives.  That practical application of 
“making the connection” is the informal parenting 
in faith that lasts a lifetime. There are Bibles for 
purchase in the RE Center. 
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Participate in parish life. 
 

Children who are part of families who join in on the 
events of parish life, outside of just going to Mass, 
typically have a deeper sense of belonging.  Parent/s 
who also can volunteer in some way to help the 
parish over the course of the year, set an example 
for their children about belonging to a Catholic 
community.  This community worships, learns and 
serves one another and is sent out to the world in 
which we live.  Children who come from homes 
where parents are involved in their parish tend to 
grow up to be involved in parish life also. There are 
also growing opportunities for children and young 
people to be involved in our liturgical life.  Watch 
for them and encourage your child’s participation. 

 
Be aware of the content in your child’s religion lessons. 

 
Taking time to read through your child’s religion 
book, whether each week or in units of time makes 
you our partner in the goals we have for each grade 
level. When you know what your child is being 
taught you are more likely to be able to make the 
connections.  You have the unique ability of rein-
forcing the Gospel through your child’s life experi-
ences. 
 

Be adult learners. 
 

Our parish has an active adult faith formation com-
mittee.  Throughout any year, a number of opportu-
nities are offered for us as adult learners.  If you are 
in a sacramental preparation program, you will have 
a year of such experiences, also. It is not surprising 
that growth as adults, has an effect in our homes.  
Watch for any opportunities that might support you 
as conscious, articulate Catholic parents. 
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social justice teachings of our faith, prayer together, and re-
view.  The last page of the child’s lesson is called FAMILY 
FAITH and is the page parents are asked to do with their 
child, at home.  Parent/s who read the child’s entire lesson 
weekly will have a continuing look at the language and con-
cepts of our Church today, and can more readily be alerted to 
life situations in the family that relate to the lessons taught in 
the classroom. Our religion series has a website with a home 
connection.  Go to: www.harcourtreligion.com. 
 
Grades 7 and 8: 
Students of grades 7 and 8 gather together in what is called 
the “CYC” or “Christian Youth Challenge” Religious Educa-
tion Program.  In a two year period, each CYC student is 
responsible for the completion of eight mini courses: 
“Growing Up Sexually”, “Exploring the Bible”, “Being 
Catholic”, “Seeking Justice”, “ Dealing With Difficult 
Times”, “Becoming Friends”, and  “Meeting Jesus”. 
 

The CYC program strives to minister to the whole young 
person.  This program has several components of religious 
education, community building, prayer services and service/
outreach projects.  As explained in Family Registration 
packet, each 7th grader will be asked to pick two service pro-
jects, from a variety of options, during the year.  We have 
had great success and enthusiasm for the mini course model 
expanding the choices for you and your young person and 
your busy calendars. 
 
High School – “New Horizons” Grades 9-12: 
Our “New Horizons” class is offered once a week, and pro-
vides our High School students the chance for open conver-
sation and discussion on the hard issues, and daily struggles 
that our teens are faced with each day. It is the goal of these 
classes to nurture in our young people, a deeper understand-
ing of the relationships that affect each of us.  We take a look 
at what it means to be a “ Catholic teen”, keeping faithful to 
our Christian roots and our Catholic heritage.  To accomplish 
this purpose, we help them strive toward being fully human, 
which means constantly growing in their relationships with 
other people, with our world, and especially with God. We 
help them understand and accept themselves in the light of it 
all. 
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**Diocesan guidelines are followed regarding all sacramen-
tal preparation.  Preparation for Confirmation and the first 
reception of Reconciliation and Eucharist is separate from, 
and in addition to, study in the Religious Education program 
in our parish or religion taught in a Catholic school.  A child 
must have completed at least one full year of the religious 
education program before being able to enter sacramental 
preparation.  

      
 

OVERVIEW OF PROGRESSIVE CURRICULUM: 
 
Preschool (4 year olds) and Kindergarten: 
On Sunday morning during 9:00 and 10:45 Masses, we have 
“lectionary-based” religious education for registered four 
year olds and those in Kindergarten.  “Lectionary-based” 
means that the Scriptures (particularly the Gospel) of the 
weekend, is the central content of the lesson.  Class begins 
with all children gathering together for a “Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word” where throughout the year, they are gradually 
introduced to, and learn to participate in, the ritual of the first 
half of Mass (the Liturgy of the Word).  After about twenty 
minutes, children return to their classroom, where the cate-
chists and assistants do activities of a diverse nature, to teach 
the concepts and spirit of the Gospel of the day. 
 
Grades 1-6: 
During the week, children who are in Grades 1-6 gather.  We 
use the Harcourt religion series entitled CALL TO FAITH.  
Children have units (each unit has 3 lessons) throughout the 
year on seven themes:  God’s Revelation, Trinity, Jesus, The 
Church, Morality, Sacraments and the Kingdom of God.  
Seasonal and liturgical lessons are included in our curricu-
lum for Mary, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost. 
The curriculum is progressive, meaning that what is taught 
one year is what can be built on the next year.  It is to the 
child’s best advantage to be in religious education, yearly, 
for this progression.  Children’s lessons include an explora-
tion of the life of the child related to the theme, Scripture 
stories, activities in the class, Church doctrine and traditions, 
stories of the lives of saints, connection to liturgy and the 
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Practice some kind of religious rituals and customs at 
home. 

 

This may be prayer before meals or prayers before 
bed.  It may be customary seasonal practices that 
happen during holidays, or church seasons of Ad-
vent or Lent.  These rituals may be passed on from 
your own childhood, or be adaptations of what you 
were given or new practices.  Rituals in any family 
are part of the gifts you can give to the religious 
heritage of your children. 
 

Support your church and your child’s catechist 
 

Speak of your parish with support and interest.  
Even in hard times, you teach your children through 
what you say and how you speak of church, priests, 
our parish, etc.  Know the name of your child’s 
catechist and help your child respect and care for 
the catechist.  As a parent, show interest in whatever 
ways you can.  Stop in at the end of class to say 
hello.  Find ways to thank the volunteer who 
teaches your child/ren. 
 

If you are an interfaith home, support one another. 
 

If there are two parents in the home, it may be that 
each practices a different faith tradition.  It may be 
that one parent practices no formal tradition.  Find 
ways to support one another.  Recognize that chil-
dren notice how you handle this.  Be in unison 
about how you will lead your children together. 

 

In this particular time in our world, the practice of a faith 
tradition cannot be assumed.  If it is valued, it must be given 
attention.  Children are offered a lifeline through the leader-
ship of parent/s and guardians.  A wide diversity of home 
configurations exists, but the religious formation of children 
is always affected by the adult/s that surround those children.  
May you listen to God’s urging, to take that role of leader-
ship in faith within your person and in your practice.  Live 
what you have chosen to the best of your ability.  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 
Registration for Classes: 
We open registration for fall classes in June of each year. 
Registration is for those who are registered in Holy Family 
parish and who contribute to our parish in any way they can 
in time, talent and treasure.  Registration is first come, first 
served so that if you have activities, parental visitations, car 
pools, sports, etc., it is good to ask for them as soon as you 
can.  Classes do not have more than fifteen students [twelve 
in the Sunday classes].  A portion of the fee is required at 
registration.  The rest of the fee is due by November 1. No 
parishioner, however, is refused religious education because 
of an inability to pay fees. Your religious education fee pur-
chases your child’s book; materials used in class; as well as 
materials for your child’s catechist, for training, and for con-
tributing toward the administration of the programs we offer. 
We ask for a letter requesting scholarship/exemption, and 
gladly grant this without question for those in need. We offer 
classes for four year olds through high school.  We also offer 
a Home Based Religious Education Program called GIFT. It 
is hoped that a child stays in religious education yearly, for 
the benefit of a developmental presentation of spiritual 
growth and our Catholic faith. 
 
Calendar of Class Dates:  
• Four  year olds/Kindergarten: sent in mail 
• Gr. 1-6:  stapled in child’s book in early October (This 

calendar reminds you what dates classes are held and is 
a good way to keep up with the lessons in your child's 
book.) 

• Gr. 7-8:  Prior to the start of a new mini-course, post 
cards of reminder will be mailed 
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know about the Catholic faith prior to "graduating" from 
religious education.  Holy Family continues to strive for a 
"comprehensive" approach to youth ministry and Confirma-
tion is one of many opportunities for continuing faith forma-
tion in our parish.  The candidates begin their preparation in 
grade 9.  The basic choice for Confirmation is up to the can-
didate in dialogue with his/her parents and the Coordinator 
of Youth Ministry.  Eligible candidates will receive a regis-
tration in the mail by late March or early April. The program 
runs from late August until early November, and the students 
are confirmed in the fall of the year. If you do not receive a 
registration and your young person has accomplished the 
following, please call the Religious Education Office: 
• is in 9th grade or older; 
• is enrolled in Catholic school or a religious education 

program in grades 7 and 8; 
• has a desire to be in the program; 
• will give priority to preparation; 
• attends Mass regularly and is a practicing Catholic; 
• is involved in HS youth ministry activities and/or HS 

religious education classes offered at Holy Family; and 
• after Confirmation, he/she will remain active in the 

many ministries offered by our parish; 
will continue to practice her/his faith long after the ac-
tual ceremony has transpired. 

 
ADULT CONFIRMATION: 
Our parish has an Adult Confirmation preparation program 
to help those 18 and over prepare to celebrate this sacrament 
on Pentecost, of any given year, at St. Peter Cathedral in 
Wilmington.  The bishop of our diocese presides at this di-
ocesan Adult Confirmation celebration.  An adult in this pro-
gram is led to greater awareness and practice of worship, 
involvement in community, ongoing religious education, and 
opportunities for service. To register for this program, call 
the religious education  Office at 368-8976.  This program is 
for adults who were baptized Catholic but have not been 
confirmed or perhaps have also not made their First Com-
munion (or Reconciliation). 
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If your child was baptized in another Christian tradition 
(not Catholic) and you wish your child to become Catho-
lic, please make an appointment with the DRE at the time 
you register your child in religious education classes. 
 
 If you are an adult who has not been baptized or was 
baptized in another Christian tradition, and you wish to 
explore becoming Catholic, there is a track of the RCIA for 
this purpose.  Call the Church office to speak with someone 
on the RCIA team. Every year we have men and women who 
spend their purposeful energies on this desire of the heart and 
mind. 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION: 
This sacrament, also known as Penance or Confession, is 
prepared for several months before First Eucharist.  Having 
its own preparation and attention gives adequate time for 
parent/s to help their child grow in understanding of sin, mis-
takes, accidents, forgiveness, making amends, admitting, 
beginning anew and other underlying realities that lead to 
reconciliation.  The preparation and celebration of this sacra-
ment take place in the late fall/early winter (at the earliest in 
Gr. 2) with a variety of sessions.  Parent/s are centrally in-
volved. 
 
FIRST EUCHARIST: 
Our preparation for this sacrament also involves parent/s in 
preparing their child to receive Holy Communion.  This 
preparation program takes place in the late winter/early 
spring of the year, minimally in grade 2, and usually follow-
ing the Reconciliation preparation.  Children celebrate their 
First Communion with their family, at regular weekend 
Masses in April or May. 
 
CONFIRMATION: 
 The Confirmation preparation program is about engaging 
our young people in the steps necessary to understand and 
prepare for the sacrament in which they choose to partici-
pate. Confirmation Preparation should never become a "last 
ditch" effort to teach young people everything they should 
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Inclement Weather: 
If bad weather causes us to cancel class, announcement will 
be made on the following radio stations: WDEL-1150, 
WILM-1450, WJBR 99.5. If we do have class, you are en-
couraged to use your best judgment for your safety and the 
safety of your children. We ask that you complete any 
missed lesson at home. 
 
Sickness/Missing Class: 
It is helpful to call the religious education office if your child 
is sick or needs to miss class, so that the catechist can be 
informed. If you do not get a chance to call, it is polite to 
write a note to the catechist when the child returns. If your 
child misses a class, it is the parent’s responsibility to teach 
that lesson at home. 
 
(Gr. 1-6)  If a child misses more than five lessons, a written 
affirmation from home indicating that lessons have been 
completed, will be required.  This is kept in your family re-
cord.  A conference with parents may be required before the 
next year of religious education. 
(Gr.7-8)  If a class is missed, the student is responsible for 
asking the catechist what is missed and what needs to be 
made up.  If a student is absent more than two times for the 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday six week mini-course, or 
more than once for the Thursday four week mini-course, or 
one of the Super Sessions, the student will be required to 
repeat the entire mini-course. 
 
Taking a child out of class early: 
A note is to be sent with child to religious education office 
indicating that an early dismissal is needed. When you arrive 
at the religious education center to pick up your child, kindly 
observe the following: 
1. Parent who is picking up the child reports to the reli-

gious education office. 
2. Office notifies the classroom catechist. 
3. Classroom assistant will bring child to office. 
4. Parent signs for the child in the office. ID may be re-

quested. 
Thank you for making this an infrequent occurrence. 
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Dismissal: 
When RE ends, all children up through Grade 3 must be picked 
up at their classroom by a parent or an older sibling.  If anyone 
else has permission to pick up your child, you must send in a 
note informing the catechist, or if it is a consistent practice, you 
are to give that information to the catechist at the start of the 
year for her/his records. 
 
Coming to Class on time/Picking Up Your Children on Time: 
Thank you for getting your child here, on time, for class.   
• Sunday classes:  9:00-10:00  or  10:45-11:45 
• Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday night:  6:15-7:30pm 
• Tuesday afternoon:  4:30-5:45pm 
• Thursday night: High School, 6:00-8:00pm, with social 

until 8:30pm 
Super Sessions (Gr. 7-8 only) as listed in communications 
 
Supplies Students Will Need for Class: 
Students should bring with them, a pocket folder with some 
paper, and a sharpened pencil. Please check your child’s folder 
when they come home for notes from us. If your child’s book is 
lost, purchase a replacement in the religious education office as 
soon as possible. 
 
Homework: 
• Four  year olds and Kindergarteners bring home a leaflet to 

do at home to help extend the lesson.  It does not have to 
be returned. 

• Grades 1-6 students:  The last page of the Chapter they did 
in class is a Family Faith Page. It is a prime opportunity 
for a little conversation with parents.  Catechists will ask 
children to share anything they did on that page at the next 
class.  Your child will feel good if he/she can contribute to 
the discussion. 

• Gr. 7-8: No written homework, but service to others is 
encouraged as faith in action. 
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
 
BAPTISM: 
 If your child is an infant through Grade 1, the preparation 
program consists of two required sessions for parents.  The 
first session is a reflection on this sacrament and your desire 
to celebrate it with your child.  The second session goes 
through the liturgical ritual of the sacrament.  To register for 
Baptism preparation, call the Church office at 368-4665.  
Baptism is celebrated during a weekend parish Mass, or on 
posted Sunday afternoons. Baptisms are not celebrated dur-
ing Lent.  It is the faith of you, the parent/s, the Church de-
pends on when you bring a small child to the waters of Bap-
tism. You promise that you will guide your child as the 
leader of faith and faith practice in your family. 
 
 If your child is older than Grade 1 and has not been bap-
tized, call the RE Office at 368-8976 to speak to the Director 
of Religious Education.  You and your child will be invited 
to the two year process called the RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation) track for children. A personal conversation with 
the DRE will be your first step. Connecting your child to the 
religious education program at Holy Family, as well as spe-
cial times of meeting and rituals in Church, help you and 
your child move toward “full initiation” in the Church at the 
Easter Vigil of the child’s second year of involvement.  Full 
initiation means that all three sacraments of initiation are 
celebrated at the Vigil liturgy:  Baptism, Confirmation and 
Eucharist.  This order is the original liturgical order of the 
sacraments in the early Church, and has been revived in our 
Catholic practice of the RCIA in the past forty years. This 
order is unlike the more common practice known to Catho-
lics who are baptized as infants, and then experience a period 
of years in between their Baptism, Eucharist and then Confir-
mation. In both orders, ongoing formation is expected and 
needed for we are always becoming more aware of the mean-
ing of discipleship as we grow. Children who become Catho-
lic, through RCIA, are expected to register for religious edu-
cation classes each year following their entrance into the 
Church. 
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Charter for the Protection of Children: 
We support and enact the safe procedures directives given to 
us by the CHARTER FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHIL-
DREN.  Among these followed directives is the assurance 
that all adults who are regular catechists, assistants or youth 
ministry leaders and volunteers have been cleared by a back-
ground check through Hyden Associates, Inc. 
 
In addition to background clearance, each of our catechists 
receives ongoing training and education in the diocesan certi-
fication program for those who teach religion.   Our cate-
chists and assistants are commissioned on the 3rd weekend of 
September as an extension of the parish ministry of sharing 
and teaching faith.  In a larger way, the entire parish is the 
“catechist” as we surround our children and young people 
with the faith of generations of people from oldest to young-
est.  Our quality of worship and service and our openness to 
learning models our discipleship to the Lord. 
 

      
NOTES; 
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Bibles: 
There are student Bibles in the classrooms for the use of stu-
dents in Grades 4 and up.  There is a Bible Story Book in 
classrooms for the younger grades.  Catholic Youth Bibles 
are made available for Gr. 7-8 when needed.  Any of the 
above Bibles are available for purchase and home use, from 
the religious education office, if you wish to inquire. 
 
Behavior: 
With a few exceptions, our catechists are volunteers and not 
professional teachers.  Discipline problems are by and large 
the most discouraging part of teaching and though we give 
some tips on how to handle various dilemmas, thank you for 
your support if a catechist informs you of a behavior problem 
that occurred with your child.  Again, a spirit of partnering 
will achieve the best results. 
 
Behavior Reports: 
Upon the third try in any class to remedy misbehavior, your 
child will be sent to the office. If a behavior report is sent 
home, we ask that you sign it and return it to the catechist the 
next week. A conversation between catechist and parent/s is 
always encouraged for support and communication. This 
report will go in your family folder. 
 
Children’s Complaints:   
It is not uncommon for children to complain, at times, about 
coming to religious education and yet, in most cases, chil-
dren are fine once they are here.  Keep that big picture in 
mind and keep the encouraging voice for your child. Of 
course if there does seem to be a consistent problem with 
attitude, come to either the catechist or the DRE and explore 
it. Neither you nor the catechist wishes to have religious edu-
cation be an unhappy experience. 
 
Expulsion:   
There will be automatic expulsion for drugs, smoking, drink-
ing, defacing of property or consistent blatant lack of respect. 
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Midyear and End of Year Reports:   
You will receive two reports about your child (Pre-6) during 
the year.  If there is a problem noted earlier, catechists are 
encouraged to speak to you sooner.  It is also helpful partner-
ing to check in with the catechist, occasionally, to see how 
things are going with your child. Mutual conversation is 
good. 
 
Grades in Grade 7-8:   
No grades are given, however, toward the end of each mini-
course, students receive an evaluation form from the cate-
chist describing class behavior, understanding of the subject 
matter and participation in class.  This evaluation must be 
signed by a parent or guardian and returned, and will be kept 
in your family folder. 
 
Open House:   
We hold an Open House yearly (Pre-6) for you to visit your 
child’s class in action.  You are welcome to ask your child’s 
catechist to visit at any other time that is mutually conven-
ient. Other visits are welcome provided you schedule with 
the catechist in advance. 
 
Sacramental Policies:   
The policies of the diocese of Wilmington are followed re-
garding sacramental preparation.  A child must be in reli-
gious education at least one full year BEFORE entering a 
sacramental preparation program and DURING the sacra-
mental year.  Sacramental preparation is SEPARATE FROM 
AND IN ADDITION TO the weekly religious education 
class schedule each year.  See further information in this 
handbook section on Sacramental Preparation. 
 
Service and Outreach: 
• Our Basket Tree – Each month of the religious educa-

tion year, we collect one item for either our Parish Pan-
try or an outreach project for others. 

 
• Grades 7-8 – are asked to participate in two areas of 

service each year.  All service opportunities are listed 
under the parish bulletin column “Youth Ministry 
News”. 
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• During Lent – Children participate in a monetary col-
lection for either Operation Rice Bowl or Holy Child-
hood Association. 

 
• Partnering with Guatemala – Our diocese has a grow-

ing special relationship with the diocese of San Marcos, 
Guatemala.  We try to find ways to support this. 

 
Children with Special Needs: 
If your child has special needs, we ask that you personally 
speak to your child’s catechist, so that he/she is aware of 
them and has your support and suggestions for your child’s 
best learning.  If your child is on medication that can affect 
his/her learning, it is helpful for the catechist to know this.  
Particularly because most catechists are not professional 
teachers, it may be very helpful for a parent to be in a class 
with a special needs child at times.  Communication with the 
catechist will help the best learning possibilities. 
 
Change of Family Information: 
Please notify us if you have any change of address, phone 
number, medical status or diagnosis that would affect learn-
ing, parent’s marital status, change of parish, etc. 
 
Safety in the Parking Lot: 
Every child, through Grade 3, must be picked up at the class-
room by a parent or an older sibling.  If you designate any-
one else to pick up your child, you are to send this in writing 
to the child’s catechist.  We highly recommend that all chil-
dren be met in the religious education building by an adult, 
as our parking lot is very busy at dismissal.  There is no 
parking or waiting at the end of the sidewalk leading to the 
religious education building at the end of class.  We ask that 
parents wait in the foyer of the Religious Education Center, 
until the bell rings for dismissal.  You can then go to the 
classrooms. 
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